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21st Annual Kidõs Fishing Derby...Congratulations to  John Gad and Simone Barsalou 

    Wachey! Fox Lake Ney -hwee-nee-no-wuk !  

Wachay, 
With the coming of spring season we are privileged to witness the rebirth of our Mother 
Earth. Much like our ancestors had experienced in their day, coming of the trap lines and 
reacquainting themselves with friends and family, this season of growth and renewal is 
proving to be beneficial to the Chapleau Cree First Nation.  
Although a season of celebration we are also reminded that work and progress are ahead 
for us and we must prepare to meet the challenges that face the CCFN.    
These past winter months have been busy for our First Nation but progress requires hard 
work and dedication. I am pleased to report back to our membership that positive results 
are coming to light for us with this change in our season.  
To begin, Goldcorp was successful in their bid to purchase Probe Mines Explorations 
Borden Gold Mine Project. We have met with and are negotiating a new Impact Benefit 
Agreement (IBA) with Goldcorp to ensure the integrity of the project and the voice of the 
operation are a part of the CCFNôs future. The purchase of Probe was very quick and the 
CCFN is moving to establish a Securities Account with the help of Mr. Patrick McCounnell 
of RBC Wealth Management. This will allow the CCFN to convert our shares with Probe 
into Goldcorp securities for any market transactions.  
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We continue to manage negotiations for Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Joint   

Venture Agreements (JVA) partnering with our neighbouring First Nations, Brunswick House 

First Nation, the Chapleau Ojibwe First Nation and those companies seeking to develop the 

resources in our traditional territory. Meeting and negotiations as well as Nation building with 

our local area First Nations are paramount to our success.    

 

Recently a Joint Venture Agreement was established with Major Drilling, a contractor working 

with Probe Mines and now Goldcrop and a Memorandum of Understanding was negotiated 

with Austin Powder Ltd. (see below)  As with all agreements we strive to ensure that the CCFN 

is financially compensated for its costs and best efforts are established by the company to    

provide employment and training to band members; including first consideration of businesses 

and entrepreneurs from participating First Nations as well as right of first refusal to all          

necessary services and operational needs of the project. 

 

Austin Powder LimitedðA company with 160 years of providing state-of-the-art analysis for a 
variety of blasting needs. A full line of industrial explosives, blasting agents and accessories to 

meet the needs of quarrying, mining and construction.  Austin's research and product             

development work is conducted at their Red Diamond plant in McArthur, Ohio. 

 

Chapleau Cree First Nation is looking into developing a Corporation.  With the hub of activity in 

and around the Chapleau area, we foresee that there are business opportunities and profit to 

be made to ensure self sufficiency for our First Nation.   A corporation would also take the   

business side of CCFN entities to keep business and politics separate.  This would also bring 

employment and training for our members as the Corporation will take care of all aspects of 

business including joint venture agreements for resources development, forestry, water power, 

mining and subsidiaries.   

 

There is always a lot of work to be done here on reserve.  We have ongoing concerns with our 

water and have had many meetings with (AANDC) just barely making an agreement.  (AANDC) 

will pay to help eliminate the THMôs but will not pay to overhaul or build a new water treatment 

plant which will also benefit the concerns we have for the water volume; a new plant is what is 

needed.   

Signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)  

 with Austin Powder Ltd.  

Chief Kevin Tangie, Brunswick House First Nation 
Chief Keeter Corston, Chapleau Cree First Nation 
Kevin L. Taylor, General Manager, Austin Powder  
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Signing  Joint Venture Agreement (JVA) with Major Drilling 
Chief Kevin Tangie BHFN, Joanne Wesley COFN, Chief Keeter Corston, Natalie Barsalou,                                          

Ashley Martin and John Stringer (Major) and  John Battiste  Wabun Tribal Council  

TREATY LAND ENTITLEMENT (TLE) 
 
With our continued approach of persistence and holding both the Provincial and Federal 
government negotiators accountable for their respective areas of responsibility, the CCFN 
TLE negotiating teams hard work has finally come to fruition with respect to our Treaty Land 
Entitlement (TLE).  The Offer has been signed by Minister Bernard Valcourt of the Ministry 
of Aboriginal Affairs and the land allotment has been approved by Northern Development 
(AANDC). The Province of Ontario is nearly completed the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
with a deadline of early July 2015.    
 
In our ongoing commitment to keep the membership informed, Information sessions will be 
held over the coming months in Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay, Ottawa and Chapleau. The 
TLE team recently met with members residing in the Greater Toronto area while meeting 
with the Provincial government this past month.  When we have completed our community 
sessions and are notified of the completion of the environmental assessment, the Chief and 
Council will be making available for all our voting members the Ratification Package with the 
Terms of Trust included. For your information we have enclosed a copy of the Power Point 
Presentation that is presented at the membership information sessions. If you have any 
questions or are seeking current and accurate information please feel free to contact me  
directly. I am always available to speak with membership and provide facts to the process 
and details of the TLE.  
ALL VOTING AGE BAND MEMBERS will be provided the opportunity to be heard by voting 
on this package. It is important that we have your current mailing address.  Talk to friends 
and family to make sure they have received this newsletter so they are aware of the          
upcoming Ratification Package.   
 
As always I have been and continue to be optimistic of the future of our great nation. The 
Chapleau Cree membership is well represented by their elected officials and the              
administration of the CCFN is heralded as excellent by not only our funders but by other 
First Nations in our area. I am pleased with our accomplishments to date but am also well 
aware that we cannot rest on our laurels. The changes taking place with resource             
development in our territory require our vigilance and constant attention to ensure the CCFN 
is progressing with all other partners at the same speed. I remain optimistic with the       
changes taking place within the Chapleau area, and I with the support of Council, continue 
to work diligently in representing not only our current but future seven generations.    
Meegwetch, Chief Keeter Corston  
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Chapleau Cree First Nation is getting a new Web Site with a   

New Address 

chapleaucree.com 

Google this address to nd the page under construction; ll in 

your email address and name to receive noti cation when our 

new site is up and running 

We will no longer be .ca but will change to .com 

What is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)?  

A legal document outlining the terms and details of an agreement between parties,          

including each parties requirements and  responsibilities; which also include consultation 

and obligations. 

 

What is a Joint Venture Agreement (JVA) ?  
A Joint Venture Agreement is a contractual business undertaking between two or more 

parties.  It is similar to business partnerships, the difference being: a partnership generally 

involves an ongoing long-term business relationship, whereas a Joint Venture is based on 

a single business transaction.  



 

 
Edith Larocque 

Winner of the HEART HEALTH 2015 
MINI IPAD DRAW 

OUR SNOW SCULPTURE CONTEST  
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